
 

Student Learning Objective (SLO) Template 
This template should be completed while referring to the SLO Template Checklist.  

 
 
Teacher Name:        Content Area and Course(s): Spanish 1  Grade Level(s):        Academic Year:       
 
Please use the guidance provided in addition to this template to develop components of the student learning objective and populate each 
component in the space below.  
 
 
Baseline and Trend Data 
What information is being used to inform the creation of the SLO and establish the amount of growth that should take place?  
 

A guiding assumption in the creation of this SLO is that the vast majority of students taking this course will have had no  knowledge of the language prior 
to its start. If a student is repeating the course or if the student has had some type of previous experience with the language and culture (e.g., lived in a 
country or home where the language was spoken, is self-taught using a commercially-available software program, etc.), an Integrated Performance 
Assessment (IPA) and LinguaFolio will be used to determine the student’s initial proficiency level.  
 
According to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), a student in a Level I difficulty  language course (e.g., Spanish I) should 
attain a Novice Mid level of proficiency by the completion of a year-long course. I will further break down this proficiency level into three subgroups to 
differentiate between the attainment of students with different experiences and abilities:  
 
*Novice Mid 1 
*Novice Mid 2  
*Novice Mid 3. 
 
*( "1" equates to showing proficiency in 70% of the targeted LinguaFolio “Can Do” statements, as corroborated by an IPA and a dossier/portfolio . 
  ( “2” equates to showing proficiency in 80% of the targeted LinguaFolio “Can Do” statements, as corroborated by an IPA and a dossier/portfolio. 
  ( “3” equates to showing proficiency in 90% of the targeted LinguaFolio “Can Do” statements, as corroborated by an IPA and a dossier/portfolio). 
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Student Population 
Which students will be included in this SLO? Include course, grade level, and number of students. 
 

All students in level 1 will be covered by this SLO.  62 students are enrolled in Spanish level 1.  There are 26 freshmen, 20 sophomores,  10 juniors and  6 
seniors in these classes.  There are 4 IEP students,  2 students with 504 plans, and 5 WEP students.  
 
One student was an exchange student in Spain last year, one student’s mother is Mexican-American and regularly speaks Spanish in the home, one 
student was previously enrolled in an early Spanish language program in elementary school in another district prior to moving here, and two students 
have previously traveled to Spanish speaking countries during family vacations or church mission trips.  
 
The students in this school are generally high performing with a higher-than-average percentage going on to college for post-secondary study. No 
students will be excluded under this SLO unless it is otherwise required by their IEPs, 504 plans or WEP exclusions.    
 

 
Interval of Instruction 
What is the duration of the course that the SLO will cover? Include beginning and end dates.  
 

This year-long course began on (date of first day of school), and will end on (the date for evaluations, per district guidelines). The duration of each class 
is (# of minutes), and the class is scheduled to meet (# of times) over the course of the evaluation period,  for a total of (# of hours) of instruction, 
although district testing and other events (e.g., assemblies, pep rallies, etc.) will likely decrease slightly the overall instructional time. 
 

 
Standards and Content 
What content will the SLO target? To what related standards is the SLO aligned?  
 

The content taught will be the targets as defined in the Ohio Communicaton Standard for World Languages:  Communicate in languages other than 
English, both in person and via technology, using A. Interpretive communication;  B. Interpersonal Communication; and C. Presentational 
Communication.  
 
They will also use communication in the context of the Ohio Cultures Standard:  Gain and use knowledge and understanding of other cultures. The Ohio 
Standards are based on the ACTFL's National Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century. 
 
 
 

 



 

Assessment(s) 

What assessment(s) will be used to measure student growth for this SLO?  

The use of the LinguaFolio student self-assessment portfolio ("I CAN" statements and dossier) and the periodic administration of Integrated 
Performance Assessments (IPAs) will be used to measure student growth for this SLO.  
 
LinguaFolio is a portfolio assessment instrument designed to support individuals in setting and achieving their goals for learning languages.  Students 
will be given periodic opportunities to answer "I can" statements aligned with the national and state standards and will upload into the portfolio paper/ 
digital evidence that corroborates that they know and can do what they've marked in their "I can" statements. Together these will indicate the students' 
current level of language proficiency across the three modes of communication (i.e., interpretive, interpersonal and presentational) and the four 
language skills (i.e., listening, speaking, reading and writing). 
 
 Periodic IPAs are designed to measure student progress toward the attainment of the goal areas and competencies described in the state and national 
standards and the ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners.  Within a single thematic context, students first complete an interpretive task, then 
use the information learned to perform an interpersonal task, and finally summarize their learning by completing a presentational task.  
 Each assessment provides insight into a student's current level of proficiency in the language.   
 
The results of the IPAs will further corroborate the students' overall language proficiency as evidenced by the LinguaFolio "I can" statements. These 
assessments, when used together, will quantify students' overall growth in language proficiency. The component scores from the various skill/mode 
components of LinguaFolio and the IPA can be considered together to form a composite score. 
 
 For example, the number of "I can" statements accomplished in the interpretive reading section of the LinguaFolio can be considered along with the 
interpretive reading score from a recently administered IPA to show what the student's overall level of interpretive reading proficiency is. This would be 
done across all of the skill-mode combinations (interpretive listening, interpretive reading, interpersonal speaking, presentational writing, and 
presentational reading) in order to determine a student's overall proficiency. 
 
 In world language courses, growth refers to the change in students’ overall language proficiency across these combinations of modes of communication 
and language skills (Note: in classical languages, interpersonal speaking would be deemphasized). This methodology can be used to show growth across 
the 12 levels of language proficiency identified by the 2012 ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines: Novice Low, Novice Mid, Novice High, Intermediate Low, 
Intermediate Mid, Intermediate High, Advanced Low, Advanced Mid, Advanced High, Superior and Distinguished.  Students in level 1 are expected to 
reach the novice mid (1, 2, or 3) level of proficency to show one year's growth.  
 
The use of the LinguaFolio “I can” statements and IPAs are in keeping with the recommendations of the ODE world language consultants for best 
practices in assessing students’ overall language proficiency growth using nationally valid and reliable instruments for measuring learner language 
proficiency. 



 

 
 
Growth Target(s) 
Considering all available data and content requirements, what growth target(s) can students be expected to reach?  
 

By the end of year one, the students should be performing at the Novice Mid (1, 2, or 3) range.  If this is their first world language class and initial 
exposure to this language, learners would be expected to be at the Novice Mid level at the minimum, which looks like this: 
 
In general, at the Novice Mid Level learners will be able to understand familiar words, phrases, and simple sentences.  They will be able to interact with 
help using words, phrases, and memorized expressions.  They will be able to answer simple questions on very familiar topics. They will be able to 
provide some basic information on familiar topics in lists, phrases, and memorized expressions.  They will be able to provide information about 
themselves and their immediate surroundings using words, phrases and memorized expressions.  
 
According to research conducted by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, these targets are both attainable and rigorous.   
Students will have to demonstrate that they are capable of communicating in the language.  Differentiation within the Novice Mid range can be 
distinguished by the 1 (70% of requirements met), 2 (80% of requirements met), or 3 (90% of requirements met).  Novice Mid 1 does not meet minimal 
expectations.  Novice Mid 2 meets expectations.  Novice Mid 3 exceeds expectations.  All students should be within the Novice Mid range of proficiency 
as described above by the end of the course (one year of study). 
 

 
Rationale for Growth Target(s) 
What is your rationale for setting the above target(s) for student growth within the interval of instruction? 
 

According to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages and findings based on the administration of the AP Spanish test after five years 
of study, Novice Mid is an appropriate level for beginning second language students to obtain after one school year of study. When students are 
beginning a language, they must have comprehensible input before they can begin the process of communicating.  Through interpretive listening and 
reading, interpersonal speaking and presentational speaking and writing, students learn to communicate.  
 
In a year’s period of time, students should be able to communicate on a basic level focusing on themselves.  They cannot use extended conversation or 
difficult grammatical concepts to communicate.  Through a variety of formative assessments, the teacher will know what to work on to ensure success 
when using IPAs and LinguaFolio as summative assessments of student growth.  The data from quizzes, oral and written projects and contextualized 
performance tasks will allow me to modify the instruction in my level I classes to further meet the needs of the students. 
 
  The world language classroom helps the students become 21st century learners by providing the students with problem solving scenarios, critical 
thinking skills, a global vision of education and life, cultural competencies, technology usage, collaboration, and myriad other 21st century skills.  These 



 

are all measured through proper administration of IPAs and through informed use of the LinguaFolio statements and dossier.  These skills are in the 
district’s goals and plans.  Students will be expected to “step up to the plate” and leave the classroom speaking the language in culturally appropriate 
ways, not just talking about the language and culture.  
 
The expectation of students reaching a Novice Mid level of proficiency in one year is a departure from the previous norm in which students were not 
held to any specific proficiency norms at all and were allowed to advance from course to course without exhibiting any basic level of proficiency. For 
adequate student growth to occur,  I will be challenged to stay abreast of new teaching methodologies, resources and technologies in order to prepare 
the students to collaborate, think critically and appreciate the world in which they live. 
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